Direct Action Day (16 August 1946), also known as the Great Calcutta
Killings, was a day of widespread communal rioting between Hindus and
Muslims in the city of Calcutta (now known as Kolkata) in the Bengal province of
British India.

The day also marked the start of what is known as The Week of the Long Knives.

The 'Direct Action' was announced by the Muslim League Council to show the
strength of Muslim feelings both to British and Congress because Muslims feared
that if the British just pulled out, Muslims would surely suffer at the hands of
overwhelming Hindu majority, which resulted in the worst communal riots that
British India had seen.




